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Avars, Slavs and Franks in the Central 

Danube Basin in the first half of the seventh 

century and their mutual relations

Lubomíra Havlíková (Praha)

 !"#$%!#$&'()*)+%',-,#"./'&!-'()0-1%)*)+%'2)*-"'34+$5-'!46'5--+'+#&'#+(.'&!-'5#$+74".'
5-&8--+'*4")#$6'8#"(76/'5$&'4(6#'4'9#++-9&)+%'()+-'5-&8--+'&!-'-&!+)9'%"#$:6'4+7':-#:(-6'
8!#'6-&&(-7'4(#+%')&/'5-&8--+'&!-'9#$+&")-6/'-,:)"-6'4+7'6&4&-6'&!4&'"#6-'4+7'0-(('#+')&6'54+;6/'
4+7'5-&8--+'"-%)#+6'+-4"'4+7'04"<'=)0-'4+7'&),-'#+'5#&!'6)7-6'#0'&!-'")*-"'6#,-&),-6'>#8-7'
6(#8(./'6#,-&),-6'"4:)7(./'();-'&!-'84&-"')+'&!-'34+$5-')&6-(0'4+7'&!-'-*-+&6'#+')&6'6!#"-6<'
?-*-"'7)7'()0-'6&4+7'6&)(('4"#$+7'&!-'")*-"/'8!)9!'0#"'9-+&$")-6'846'&!-'")*-"'#0'@()0-'4+7'7-4&!A/'
4'6&"4&-%)9'&-"")&#".'0"#,'&!-'2#,4+'-"4'&#'&!-'&),-'#0'&!-' $";)6!'-B:4+6)#+')+&#'C$"#:-<'
 !-'34+$5-'4+7'()0-')+')&6'6$""#$+7)+%'"-%)#+6'846'8")&&-+'45#$&'0"#,'4+9)-+&'&),-6/'8!-+')&'
bore the name  !"#$%#&/'&!"#$%!',-7)-*4('&),-6/'8!-+'4'+$,5-"'#0'9#+&-,:#"4".'&"-4&)6-6'
8-"-'8")&&-+'#+')&'4+7')+&-"-6&')+'&!-'34+$5-'(46&-7')+&#'&!-',#7-"+'-"4<' !-'+4,-'846'4(6#'
5#""#8-7'5.'D&4()4+':"#6-'8")&-"'E(4$7)#'F4%")6'GHIJKL'0#"'!)6'-664.)6&)9'5##;' !"#$%'. 

 !-"-')6'#+-')+&-"-6&)+%'"-%)#+')+'&!-'-4"(.'F)77(-'M%-6/':4"&)9$(4"(.'7$")+%'4+7'N$6&'40&-"'
&!-'O"-4&'F)%"4&)#+'#0'?4&)#+61/'&!-'4"-4'#0'&!-'G$::-"L'E-+&"4('34+$5-'P46)+/')+'&-"")&#".'
(.)+%'4"#$+7'8!4&')6';+#8+'46'&!-'34+$5-'0"#+&)-"'G(%)*&+,')!"#&L/'8!)9!'6-:4"4&-7'&!-'#(7'
2#,4+':"#*)+9-'#0'-!""'"%!+&#.*,%', and /',%0#)+,%.*"&* from the barbarians and terra 

%"0'1"%2!<' !)6')6'&!-'&-"")&#".'4"#$+7'&!-'9#+>$-+9-'#0'&!-'34+$5-'4+7'&!-'F#"4*4'G+#84-
74.6'F#"4*)4/'6#$&!18-6&-"+'Q(#*4;)4'4+7'=#8-"'M$6&")4L'8!-"-'7$")+%'&!-'R"6&'!4(0'#0'&!-'
6-*-+&!'9-+&$"./')+'&!-'6-&&)+%'#0'&!-'M*4"1Q(4*'4+7'&!-'Q(4*1S"4+;)6!'84"6/'&!-'T-6&-"+'Q(4*6'
!-47-7'5.'&!-'S"4+;)6!',-"9!4+&'Q4,#'9"-4&-7'&!-'R"6&'Q(4*'6&4&-'-+&)&.<2'U#8-*-"/'8-'7#'

H'  !-'VO"-4&'F)%"4&)#+'#0'W-#:(-6@')6'+#",4((.'74&-7'0"#,'&!-'0#$"&!'&#'&!-'6)B&!'9-+&$"./'5$&'&!)6'74&)+%')6'0"#,'
4'T-6&-"+'C$"#:-4+':-"6:-9&)*-/'7-&-",)+-7'5.'&!-',)%"4&)#+'#0'O-",4+)9'&")5-6X'YKJ'!46'5--+'6-&'46'&!-'.-4"')&'
-+7-7/')<-<'8)&!'&!-'7-:4"&$"-'#0'&!-'=#,54"76'&#'D&4(.<'U#8-*-"/'0#"'&!-'6#$&!1-46&-"+'C$"#:-4+'4+7':4"&'#0'&!-'
E-+&"4('C$"#:-4+'4"-4'&!)6'74&)+%')6'Z$)&-')+47-Z$4&-/'46'#&!-"'9")&-")4'4"-')+'-00-9&'!-"-<'M:4"&'0"#,'&!-'T-6&-"+'
Q(4*6/'8!#6-'6-&&(-,-+&6'6&45)()[-7')+'&!-'6)B&!'9-+&$"./'&!-'#&!-"'6)B&!'9-+&$".',)%"4&)#+':"#9-66-6'8-"-'04"'
0"#,'5-)+%'#*-"/'9#+&)+$)+%')+&#'&!-'0#((#8)+%'9-+&$")-6'5-0#"-'&!-'R+4('7)6&")5$&)#+'4+7'6-&&(-,-+&'#0'&!-'Q(4*'
4+7'+#+1Q(4*' -&!+)9'%"#$:6'8)&!)+'C$"#:-4+'%-#6:49-/' :4"&)9$(4"(.' )+' )&6' 9-+&"4(/' 6#$&!1-46&-"+' 4+7' -46&-"+'
areas. 

\' ]+'Q4,#^6'C,:)"-' 6--' GK\_1KYJL'LABUDA, G.: -%*,3&4*+.!5&23'+ &6'3%!5&7%*8+-!5&23'+9!)'"!<' W#[+4`'
HIaIX'EUM=]bWCEcd/'e<f':'"&%;<,!2%'"&+&#,+9!)'"=+(*+.,*)%*,+,'%+;*&+9(!>*&. Byzantinoslavica, 11, 1950, 

\\_1\_IX'O2MSC?MbC2, B.: /'>*?@!+(%2*,!2#,!+'+9!)#+%+"?*"%+.,'$(*)%<'g%#7#*)+6;)'h46#:)6/'De/'HIYi/'HYH1
HKIX'W2CD3C=, M.:  %*+A"BC"1*+;*,+&(!3%&0D*"+E*&%*;(#"1+EFD)*"&+#";+GCD,*"&<'O"j0-(R+%'5-)'Fk+9!-+'
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+#&'!4*-'6$0R9)-+&'9#+&-,:#"4".'4$&!-+&)9'6#$"9-6'#+'&!)6'%-#%"4:!)94('4"-4'&#'-($9)74&-'&!-'
9#,:(-B' (#94('%-#:#()&)94(' 6)&$4&)#+/' "-9#"7' &!-' )+7)*)7$4('84*-6'#0',)%"4&)#+'4+7',#*--
ments of inhabitants or clarify the complex ethnogenetic processes. Ignoring the later ninth-

9-+&$".'6#$"9-'"-,)+)69-+9-6'8!)9!'4"-'9(#6-6&')+'&),-'G-<%<'&!-'&-+7-+&)#$6'H*&2!+ !1'$*,2%+
I8+,*1%&+J,!"0',#) and  *+0'">*,&%'"*+E!1'!,%',#)+*2+:!,!"2!"',#)L/'&!-'#+(.';-.':-")#7'
6#$"9-'#0'T-6&-"+'C$"#:-4+'#")%)+'0#"'&!)6':-")#7'4+7'%-#%"4:!)94('4"-4')6'&!-'E!"#+)9(-'#0'
Fredegar,3'7-:)9&)+%'&!-'"-(4&)#+6'5-&8--+'&!-'M*4"6/'Q(4*6'4+7'&!-'S"4+;6'46',#7-(6'#0'5--
!4*)#$"'5-&8--+'9#+Z$-"#"6'8)-(7)+%':#()&)94(':#8-"'4+7'&!-)"'6$5N-9&6<

1. AVARS AND SLAVS (CHRONICARUM IV, 48)

D+'K\_/'7$")+%'&!-'ai&!'.-4"'#0'&!-'"-)%+'#0'&!-'S"4+;)6!';)+%'=#&!4)"/'Q4,#'4"")*-7')+'&!-'
(4+7'#0'&!-'Q(4*6/'8!#,'S"-7-%4"'94((-7'K*";&'G%"+90(!>'&+0'%"')*"2'+K%"*;'&L4'4+7'8!#'
$+&)('&!4&'&),-'!47'()*-7')+'6.,5)#6)6'8)&!'&!-'M*4"6/'94((-7'U$+6'G0'"2,!+A>!,%&+0'%"')*"2'+
:D#"%&L<5'M0&-"'&!-'7-4&!'#0'&!-'M*4"'c4%4+'P4N4+'GKi_L/'&!-'Q(4*6'+#"&!'#0'&!-'34+$5-')+'&!-'
M$6&")4+'34+$5-'P46)+'5-%4+'&#'"-*#(&'4%4)+'M*4"'"$(-<6'M"#$+7'&!-'&),-'#0'Q4,#l6'4"")*4(/'
46'!)6'-,:)"-'846'R"6&'&4;)+%'6!4:-/'&!-'M*4"6'6$00-"-7'6-*-"4('7-9)6)*-'7-0-4&6'4&'&!-'!4+76'
#0'&!-'Q(4*6'G)+'KHm/'K\_'4+7'K\KL<' !-'5)-&!+)9'9#-B)6&-+9-'#0'&!-'M*4"6'4+7'&!-'Q(4*6')+'
&!-'E-+&"4('34+$5)4+'"-%)#+'846'4+'$+-Z$4('9#-B)6&-+9-'#0'&8#'-&!+)9'%"#$:6/')+'8!)9!'&!-'
Q(4*6'()*-7'$+7-"'&!-'&!$,5'#0'&!-'M*4"6<m 

HIYaX'CHOC/'W<f'9L)'>!+MN@*+!+?*?N+4L.!&O<'U)6&#")-'4'*#N-+6&*n/'HIYmoH/'H1aaX'MeC?M2DbQ, A.:  %*+A3!,*"+%"+
P#,'.!<'P"4&)6(4*4'p'M,6&-"74,'HIma/'H\a1HamX'DAIM, F.:  %*+A3!,*"+%"+/%*;*,F&2*,,*%0D<'Q&<'Wq(&-+'p'T)-+'
HImmX' W]U=, W.:  %*+A3!,*"8+P%"+ 92*..*">'(7+ %"+G%22*(*#,'.!+ QRSTUVV+ "8+:D,<'Fk+9!-+' HIJJ/' \YK1\KHX'
S2D gC, W.: W#,+E*;*#2#"1+;*,+A3!,*"+BX,+;%*+&(!3%&0D*+A#&;*D"#"1&$*3*1#"1+%)+B,XD*"+G%22*(!(2*,=+ in: 

92#;%*"+ 4#,+YF(7*,3!";*,#"1&4*%2+ %)+F&2(%0D*"+G%22*(*#,'.!/' -7<'F<'F)(7-+5-"%-"<'F4"5$"%'HIJi/'aIJ1YaY'
G:<'YHI':)+:#)+&6'&!-'9-+&"-'#0'Q4,#^6'C,:)"-'&#'&!-'e)-++4'P46)+/'F4"9!0-(7'4+7'&!-'U$+%4")4+'=#8(4+76LX'
rD=D?Qcs,'g<f'9('>!"%!+!+!>!,&7Z+7!1!"L2<'P"4&)6(4*4'HII\X'=b ]eQcd/'3<'p'W2]SM? ]es, N.: 9L)'>!+
MN@*. W"4%$-'HIIY<

_' EU2]?DEM2bF' tbMC' 3DEb? b2' S2C3COM2DD' QEU]=MQ DED' =DP2D' DP' G!-"-)+40&-"' EU2]?D-
EM2bFL/')+f'G!1"!*+G',!>%!*+B'"2*&+D%&2',%0%+G!-"-)+40&-"'FFSUL'D<'M++4(-6'-&'9!"#+)94-/'-7<'=<'U4*(n;/'
W"4!4'p'P"+#'HIKH/'HI1\m<']")%)+4((.'&!)6'8")&&-+',4+$69"):&'846'9#+6)7-"-7'&#'5-'&!-'8#";'#0'#+-':-"6#+'94((-7'
&0D'(!&2%0#&+J,*;*1!,%#&X'!#8-*-"/'(4&-"'"-6-4"9!'6!#8-7'&!-"-'&#'5-'6-*-"4('4$&!#"6/'4&'(-46&'&!"--'G)5)7-,/':<'
HIL<

a' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\i/' De/'J<' !-' &-",'K%"%;%'9#,-6'0"#,'&!-'O-",4+'7-6)%+4&)#+'#0' &!-'Q(4*6'46'T-+7-+'
GT)+7)69!-L/'6--'W]U=, W.:  %*+A3!,*", p. 96.

Y' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\i/'De/'J<' !-'9#+>4&)#+'#"'9#+0$6)#+'#0'M*4"6'8)&!'U$+6'94+'0"-Z$-+&(.'5-'6--+')+'P.[-
4+&)+-'9!"#+)9(-6<' !-'&-",6'M*4"6'GA$!,*&L'4+7'U$+6'G[#""'%L'4"-'$6-7'6.+#+.,#$6(.'-<%<'5.'&!-'6$99-66#"'
&#'F-+4+7-"'W"#&-9&#"/'&!-'Kth1mth'9-+&$".'P.[4+&)+-'9!"#+)9(-"' !-#:!.(49&#6'Q),#;4&&-6'G UC]WUu=ME D'
QDF]EM  MC'UDQ ]2DM2bF'=DP2D']E ]/'-7<'D<'P-;;-"/'EQUP/'P#++'HJ_a/'D/'_/'_Jf')+'=4&)+'&"4+6(4&)#+'
A$!,*&+\#""%L<

6 UMe=vc, L.: 92!MN+ 9('>!"<+ >+ ,!7'#&7<)+ -';#"!?N+ >+ ;'$]+ ';+ R8+ ;'+ ^V8+ &2'(*2N<' 2#[:"4*.' rQMe/' w474'
6:#(-h-+6;x9!'*y7/'m_/'I<'W"4%$-'HIK_/'YI1KiX S2DCQD?OC2/'U<f+ %*+9(!3*"+%"+/%*;*,F&2*,,*%0D<'Q&<'Wq(&-+'
p'e)-++4'HImKX' zbQ ]es, J.:  '("',!7'#&7<+-';#"!?N+ >+ ,!"<)+&2M*;'>]7#8+9('>!"&7L+!,0D*'('1%*+ 7+ ?*D'+
'&N;(*"N+>+R8T^^8+&2'(*2N<'W"4!4'HIIi<

m' M'(##6-"'0#",'#0'9#-B)6&-+9-'5-&8--+'&!-'M*4"6'4+7'&!-'Q(4*6'846'&!4&'0#$+7')+'&!-'E4":4&!)4+'P46)+/'8!)9!'
846'#0'4'9#+0-7-"4&)*-'+4&$"-/'4+7'4'&!)"7'0#",'#0'9#-B)6&-+9-'5-&8--+'&!-'&8#'-&!+)9'%"#$:6'9#$(7'5-'0#$+7')+'
&!-'(#8-"'34+$5-'P46)+/'8!-"-'&!-'Q(4*6'()*-7')+7-:-+7-+&(.'#0'&!-'M*4"6X'4(('&!"--'0#",6'#0'M*4"1Q(4*'9#-B)6-
tence in 2*,,!+A>!,',#)+846'#0'4'&")5$&4".'+4&$"-<'Q--'UMe=vc]es, L.: [$(<DL"N+_'"&2!"2%"'.'(*+,'7#+RVR+
>*+&>]2(*+$O4!"2&7'TN,L"&7Z0D+>42!D`<'r46#:)6'F4&)9-',#"4*6;{/'IJ/'HImY/'H\K1H_K/'!-"-'::<'H_\1H__<']+'&!-'
"-(4&)#+6'5-&8--+'P.[4+&)$,'4+7'M*4"6/'6--'Ub2PM?Dr/'F<f'EO4!"0%!+!+!>!,&7Z+7!1!"L2+>+,'7'0D+RVaTRVb. 

U)6&#")9;x'h46#:)6/'YY/'\/'\iim/'\\I1\aJ<



s l o v a c a  I I I 23

 !-'Q(4*6l'7-:-+7-+&'6&4&$6'$:#+'&!-'M*4"6')+'&!-'E-+&"4('34+$5-'P46)+'4"-4')6'6$::#"&-7'
5.'&!-'&-6&),#+.'#0'S"-7-%4"/'8!#',-+&)#+6'&!-'4""4+%-,-+&'#0'&!-'M*4"'4",./')+'8!)9!'&!-'
Q(4*6'6-"*-7'46'@$*B#(0%c,8')<-<'&!-.'4&&49;-7'&!-'-+-,.'R"6&')+'7#$5(-'0#",4&)#+/'8!)(-'&!-'
M*4"6'84)&-7')+'&!-'8)+%6'&#'6--'!#8'&!-'6)&$4&)#+'7-*-(#:-7/')<-<')0'&!-'Q(4*6'8-"-'8)++)+%/'
&!-.'N#)+-7'&!-,/'8-+&'#+'&!-'4&&49;'4+7'6-)[-7'&!-'6:#)(6'0#"'&!-,6-(*-6<' !-'M*4"'84"")#"6'
4(6#'7-,#+6&"4&-7'&!-)"':#8-"'#*-"'&!-'Q(4*6'5.'9#,)+%'&#'6&4.'#*-"'8)+&-"'8)&!'&!-,'-*-".'
.-4"'8!-+'&!-"-'846'4'($((')+'&!-'R%!&)+%<'@Q&4.)+%'#*-"'8)+&-"A',-4+&'+#&'#+(.'&!4&'&!-'Q(4*6'
:"#*)7-7'&!-'M*4"6'8)&!'4'"##0'#*-"'&!-)"'!-476'4+7'!#&'0##7'7$")+%'&!-'8)+&-"',#+&!6/'5$&')+'
477)&)#+'&!-.'8-"-'4(6#'9#,:-((-7'&#':"#*)7-'&!-,'8)&!'6-B$4('%"4&)R94&)#+'4+7'&#'#00-"'&!-,'
&!-)"'8)*-6'4+7'74$%!&-"6'46'5-7'9#,:4+)#+6'G:D#"%+!*)!";#)+!""%&+&%"1#(%&+%"+P&0(!>'&+
>*"%*$!"2=+#d',*&+90(!>',#)+*2+e(%!&+*',#)+&2,!2'+&#)*$!2L<9'P$&'&!-'M*4"6'(4&-"':4)7'0#"'&!-'
8"#+%6'&!-.'!47'9#,,)&&-7'#+'Q(4*'%)"(6'4+7'8#,-+/'8!-+'&!-'%-+-"4&)#+'#0'6#+6'5#"+-'5.'
"-:-4&-7(.'"4:-7'Q(4*',#&!-"6'"#6-'$:'4%4)+6&'&!-,<'U#8-*-"/'&!-'M*4"6l':4"46)&)9'84.'#0'
()0-'846'+#&'&!-'#+(.'0#",'#0'#::"-66)#+'6$00-"-7'5.'&!-'Q(4*'&")5-6')+'&!-'E-+&"4('34+$5-'
P46)+'"-%)#+<' !-'Q(4*6'4(6#'!47'&#':4.'&!-'M*4"6'4'&")5$&-'G2,%$#2!+&#.*,+!(%!&+'..,*&&%'"*&+
90(!>%+:D#"%&+&'(>*$!"2L<10'D+'&!#6-'74.6'&!)6';)+7'#0'&4B'846'#+-'#0'&!-'$6$4('84.6'&!-'"-(4-
&)#+6!):'5-&8--+'9#+Z$-"#"6'4+7'6$5N-9&6'846'6!#8+<' !)6',#7-(/')<-<':4.,-+&'#0'4'@:-49-'
&")5$&-A'G2,%$#2#)+.!0%&L/'+#",4((.'#:-"4&-7')+'&!-'-4"(.'F)77(-'M%-6'&!"#$%!#$&'&!-'C$"#-

:-4+'%-#:#()&)94('4"-4/'8!-&!-"'0#"'+#,47)9'-&!+)9'%"#$:6',)%"4&)+%')+&#'C$"#:-/'&!-'+-8(.'
-6&45()6!-7'Q(4*'6&4&-6'#"'-6&45()6!-7'-,:)"-6'6$9!'46'P.[4+&)$,<'

D+&-"-6&)+%(./' &!-"-'4"-' &8#'=4&)+' &-",6'$6-7'5.'S"-7-%4"f' %"+90(!>'& and %"+P&0(!>'&, 
8!)9!'8-"-' &"4+6(4&-7' )+' &!-'0#",-"'946-'46'@&#' &!-' (4+7'#0' &!-'Q(4*6A'G9!)'f%"+90(!>'&+
0'%"')*"2'+K%"*;'&+ .*,,*d%2L' 4+7' )+' &!-' (4&&-"' 46' @&#' &!-' Q(4*6A' G:D#""%f.+ %"+ P&0(!>'&+
>*"%*$!"2L<11' P#&!' 946-6' )+*#(*-' (#94(' 7-6)%+4&)#+6/' 5$&' &!-' &-",6' -*)7-+&(.' !47' 4' 6$5&(-'
7)00-"-+9-'#0',-4+)+%<'D0'8-'&4;-')&')+&#'499#$+&'&!-'049&'&!4&'&!-'E!"#+)9(-'#0'S"-7-%4"'846'
#0'4'&-+7-+&)#$6'+4&$"-/'&!-'Z$-6&)#+'4")6-6'8!-&!-"'&!-'4$&!#"'$6-7'5#&!'&-",6'G%"+90(!>'&=+
%"+P&0(!>'&L')+'4'&"$(.'6.+#+.,#$6',4++-"/'#"'8!-&!-"'5.'&!-'&-",'%"+P&0(!>'& he did not 

84+&'&#'64.'4+7'-B:"-66'6#,-&!)+%'-(6-/'46'&!-'&-",'4")6-6')+'9#++-9&)#+'8)&!'&!-'M*4"6'6&4.-

)+%'8)&!'&!-'Q(4*6'#*-"'8)+&-"'4+7'&!-'@$6-A'#0'&!-'Q(4*'8#,-+'0#"'&!-'%"4&)R94&)#+'#0'&!-'
Avars.12' !)6'9#+&-B&'6$%%-6&6'4'6#,-8!4&'7)00-"-+&'&"4+6(4&)#+'4+7')+&-":"-&4&)#+'#0'&!-'&-",'
%"+P&0(!>'&. The Latin ethnonym &0(!>#&=+ &0(!>% and+ *0&(!>#&=+ *&0(!>%' G!-+9-' &!-'S"-+9!'
-B:"-66)#+' 0#"' 6(4*-".'p'*&0(!>!1*L' )6'#0&-+'$+7-"6&##7' &#'5-'4' 6.+#+.,'#0'=4&)+'&*,>#&=+
&*,>%<'W"-6$,45(./'&!-'&-+7-+&)#$6'S"-7-%4"/'8")&)+%')+'&!-'6-"*)9-'#0'&!-'S"4+;)6!'6#*-"-)%+/'

J' EU2]?DEM2bF/':<'\i/'+#&-'_<'M+'-B:(4+4&)#+'#0'S"-7-%4"^6'&-",')6'%)*-+'5.'&!-'9#+&-,:#"4".'P.[4+&)+-'
9!"#+)9(-'EU2]?DE]?'WMQEUM=C'G-7<'=<'3)+7#"0/'EQUP/'P#++'HJ_\/'D/':<'mHILf|.,g2'"+)*"+;%!+.*4g"+
97(!$g"+1O)"g"=+7!2!+;*+;*#2*,!"+2!d%"+;%!+.*4g"+4!$!2g"|<'G6--'UMe=vc]es/'=<f [$(<DL"N+_'"&2!"2%"'-

.'(*/'H_HL<']+'$*B#(0% see e.g. c]==Mb g/'M<'p'FDuMcMTM/'U<f'H*&0D%0D2*+#";+_#(2#,+*%"*&+YF(7*,3!"-

;*,#"1&4*%2(%0D*"+/')!;*">'(7*&8+ %*+h'#Th!"+;*,+G'"1'(*%+#";+;%*+A3!,*"+%"+G%22*(*#,'.!+ITII<'c(4%-+0$"&'
HImi/'D/'\\J1\\I'G#+'Q4,#/'&!-'M*4"6'4+7'Q(4*6'::<'HII1\\H/'\\H1\_JL/'546-7'#+'&!-'8#";'5.'LABUDA, G.: 

-%*,3&4*+.!5&23'/'_\a'6Z<X'O2MSC?MbC2, B.: /*7!?+>.,!@!"?+%4+;'$*+"!&*(?*>!"?!+?#i"%D+9('>!"'><'g%#-

7#*)+6;)'h46#:)6/'De/'HIYi/'\_1H\K/'!-"-'::<'HHH1HH\X'MeC?M2DbQ, A.:  %*+A3!,*"+%"+P#,'.!, 128-131 and 

W]U=, W.:  %*+A3!,*"/'HHa/'8!)9!',-4+&'&!4&'&!-'M*4"6'$6-7'&!-'Q(4*6'46'@94++#+'0#77-"A/'8!)9!' wC} vc/'
D.: Y4"%7+Y*(7<+G',!>O8+G',!>!"<=+j*0D'><+!+&2M*;"N+P>,'.!+>+(*2*0D+Sk^TUS^<'W"4%$-'\iiH/'\K'7#$5&6/'4(-
&!#$%!'!-'9#+9-7-6'&!4&'&!-'M*4"6'&"-4&-7'&!-'Q(4*6'46'@:-#:(-'8!#'8-"-'-B:-+745(-A<

I' EU2]?DEM2bF//'\i/'De/'aJ<
10' EU2]?DEM2bF//\i/'De/'aJ<
11' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\i/'De/'aJ'GE[-9!'&"4+6(4&)#+'5.'3<'P4"&#~;#*�L<
12' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\i/'De/'aJ<
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!47'&!)6',-4+)+%')+',)+7/'46'-(6-8!-"-')+'!)6'9!"#+)9(-'!-'"-0-""-7':-N#"4&)*-(.'&#'&!-'Q(4*6'
46'@7#%6A<'Q#'0"#,'!)6'6&4+7:#)+&'8-'9#$(7':"#7$9-'4'@9(466)9A'&"4+6(4&)#+'&#'&!-'-00-9&'&!4&'
&!-'M*4"6'94,-'&#'6&4.'#*-"'8)+&-"')+'@&!-'4"-4'#0'&!-'G*)((4%-6'#0L'&!-'enslaved'Q(4*6A/'#"'
)+',-7)-*4('&-",6')+'@&!-'4"-4'#0'&!-'G*)((4%-6'#0L'&!-'6$5#"7)+4&-'G6$5N$%4&-7, serfL'Q(4*6A<'
M+#&!-"'84.'&!-'Q(4*6'8-"-'6$5N$%4&-7'5.'4+7'7-:-+7-+&'#+'&!-'M*4"6'846'&!-)"':4.,-+&'#0'
4'&")5$&-/'"-0-""-7'&#'45#*-<'M:4"&'0"#,'S"-7-%4"l6'8")&&-+'"-:#"&/'0$"&!-"':"##0'#0'&!-'9#-B)6&-
-+9-'#0'&!-'M*4"6'4+7'&!-'Q(4*6/'4+7'&!-'-&!+)9'*4")-&.'#0'&!-':#:$(4&)#+'#0'&!-'+#"&!18-6&-"+'
:4"&'#0'5)")&$4('M*4")4/')6':"#*)7-7'5.'m&!1J&!'9-+&$".'Q(4*'6;-(-&4('5$")4('6)&-6/')7-+&)R-7'#+'
&!-'546)6'#0'4+&!"#:#(#%)94('4+4(.6-6'#0'6;-(-&4(',4&-")4(/'8!)9!')+7)94&-'5#&!'"-,+4+&6'#0'
Q(4*'9$6&#,6'GQ(4*'9"-,4&)#+'")&-6'4+7'Q(4*'%"4*-')+*-+&#")-6L'4+7'6!#8'6)%+6'#0'&!-',4&-")4('
9$(&$"-'#0'&!-'#")%)+4((.'+#,47)9'-(-,-+&'#0'&!-'M*4"'C,:)"-'GM*4"')+*-+&#")-6/'9!4"49&-")6-
&)9'946&'5"#+[-')+7$6&".'p'694554"7'&):6L<13

M':4"4((-(' 94+' 5-' 7"48+' 5-&8--+' &!-6-'M*4"1Q(4*' "-(4&)#+6' 4+7' "-(4&)#+6' 5-&8--+' &!-'
M*4"6' 4+7' &!-'3#$7(-56/14' 46' 7-:)9&-7' )+'?-6&#"l6' W#*-6&�' *"-,-++.9!' (y&<15' D+' &!-' R"6&'
!4(0'#0' &!-' 6-*-+&!'9-+&$".'!-',-+&)#+6' &!-'M*4"6' G'$,%L/'8!#'94,-'40&-"' &!-'U$+6' G#1,%+
$](%%L/'0#$%!&'&!-'Q(4*6'G'$,%+>'*>!0D#+"!+&('>]"]0DlL'4+7'6$5N$%4&-7'&!-'Q(4*)9'3#$7(-5'
&")5-'G;#(]$OL<'D+&-"-6&)+%(./'&!-"-')6'4'7-69"):&)#+'!-"-'#0'&!-'*)#(-+&'5-!4*)#$"'#0'&!-'M*4"'
9#+Z$-"#"6'&#84"76'&!-'3#$7(-5'8#,-+/'8!#,'&!-.'&#"&$"-7'4+7'!4"+-66-7')+&#'&-4,6')+'
:(49-'#0'!#"6-6' G%+"!&%(m*+ 2>',?!0D#+i*"!)l+;#(]$m&7%)ln+!@o*+.']0D!2%+$#;?!@*+'$l,%"#=+
"*+;!;?!@*+>l.,?!o%+7'"?!+"%+>'(!=+"'+>*(?!@*+>l.,?!o%+a+(%=+b+(%=+Q+(%+i*"l+>+2*(]1#+%+.'>*&2%+
'$l,]"!=+%+2!7'+)#o!0D#+;#(]$OL<16' !-'9"$-('5-!4*)#$"'#0'&!-'M*4"6'&#84"76'&!-'3#$7(-5'
8#,-+')6'6&"#+%(.'"-,)+)69-+&'#0' &!-'M*4"6l'5-!4*)#$"' &#84"76'&!-'8#,-+')+' &!-'E-+&"4('
34+$5)4+'P46)+'46'7-69")5-7'5.'S"-7-%4"<'M(&!#$%!'&!-'&),-'7)00-"-+9-'5-&8--+'&!-6-'8")&-
&-+'"-9#"76')6'Yii'.-4"6/'5#&!'"-:#"&6':#"&"4.'4'6:-9)R9':4&&-"+'#0'G*)#(-+&L'5-!4*)#$"'#+'&!-'
:4"&'#0'&!-'9#+Z$-"#"6'G&!-'M*4"6L'&#84"76'&!-'6$5N$%4&-7'GQ(4*L'-&!+)9'%"#$:6<'

2. FRANKS AND SLAVS (CHRONICARUM IV, 68)

 !-'+-)%!5#$"(.'"-(4&)#+6'5-&8--+'&!-'S"4+;6'4+7'&!-'Q(4*6/';+#8+'46'T-+76'G90(!>%+0'%-
"')*"2'+K%"%;%L/Hm'8-"-'7-69")5-7'5.'S"-7-%4"'46'&*,>%0%#) and !)%0%0%!<'S)%!&)+%'5-&8--+'
&!-'T-+76'4+7'&!-'S"4+;6'GK%"%;%+0'"2,!+J,!"0'&L18'5"#;-'#$&'#*-"'&!-'!4$%!&./'@0##()6!A'
5-!4*)#$"'#0'34%#5-"&l6'-,)664".'Q)9!4")$6'G62#(2#&+(*1!2#&+9%0D!,%#&L'4&'Q4,#l6'9#$"&/'8!-+'
!-'7-9(4"-7'&!4&')&'@846'+#&':#66)5(-'0#"'E!")6&)4+6'4+7'6-"*4+&6'#0'O#7'&#'-6&45()6!'0")-+7(.'
"-(4&)#+6'8)&!'7#%6A/19',-4+)+%'&!-'Q(4*6<' !)6'R%!&)+%'-*-+&$4((.'-+7-7')+'&!-'*)9&#".'#0'
Q4,#l6'Q(4*6/20'8!#6-'4(()4+9-'G@,*1"!AL'846'N#)+-7'5.'@3-"*4+/'3$;-'#0'&!-'+4&)#+21 of 

13 zbQ ]es, J.:  '("',!7'#&7<+-';#"!?N/'\\Y'6Z<X'c=M?DEM/'g<f'-'oL27O+&('>!"&7<D'+'&N;(*"N+"!@%0D+4*)N. 
W"4%$-'HIJKX =b ]eQcd/'F<'p'W2]SM? ]es/'?<f'9L)'>!+MN@*, 38 sq.

14 O2MSC?MbC2, B.: /*7!?+>.,!@!"?/'aY1am'4+7'#(7-"'()&-"4&$"-'Z$#&-7')+'&!-'0##&+#&-6'!-"-X'EUM=]bWCEcd, 

e<f':'"&%;<,!2%'"&+&#,+9!)'"='\\m<
15' W]eCQ�'e2CFC??uEU'=C 'D1DD G!-"-)+40&-"'We=L/'-7<'3<'Q<'=);!49!-*'p'e<'W<'M7")4+#*41W-"-&9<'F#69#8'

p'=-+)+%"47'HIYi/'D/'Ha<
16' We=/'Ha<
Hm' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\H/'De/'KJ<
18' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\_/'De/'KJ<
19' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\\/'De/'KJf'/'"+*&2+.'&&*$*(*)=+#2+0D,%&2%!"%+*2+ *%+&*,>%+0#)+0!"*$#&+ !"#"#" $+0'"('0!,*+

.'&&%"28
20 :D,'"%0!,#)/':<'\H1\\/'De/'KJ<
21' 3<'P4"&#~;#*�'&"4+6(4&-7'&!-'=4&)+'&-",'1*"&+9#,$%',#)'6#,-8!4&'-$:!-,)6&)94((.'46'@+�"#7'Q"5�A'G@+4&)#+'#0'
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Q#"56A'G *,>!"#&+;#d+1*"2*+9#,$%',#)L/22')<-<'&!-'+#"&!-"+'Q#"56/'8!#6-'7-69-+74+&6'4"-'&!-'
,#7-"+174.'=$64&)4+'Q#"56<

The term &*,>%0%#)' G0"#,'9(466)94('=4&)++ &*,>%2%#)L23 has traditionally been translated 

)+&#'E[-9!'46'@:#774+6&*nA/')<-<'6-"*)&$7-<24' !)6'6$%%-6&6'&!4&'Q4,#'846'7$-'&#':4.'4((--
giance to the Frankish king Dagobert.25'P$&'46'Q4,#l6'C,:)"-/'8!#6-'+4&$"-'846'"-,)+)6-
9-+&'#0'&!-'04,#$6'O-",4+'@54"54")4+';)+%7#,A'G,*1"!+$!,$!,',#)L/'846'4(6#'7-69")5-7'5.'
Fredegar as ,*1"#)+G!;+,*1"#)+9!)'"*)L26'4+7'&!$6':(49-7'4&'&!-'64,-'(-*-('46'34%#5-"&l6'
;)+%7#,'G,*1"#)+A#&2,!&%',#)L/'8-'94+'9#+9($7-'&!4&'&*,>%0%#)'7)7'+#&'"-(4&-'&#'6-"*)&$7-'
#"'6$5N$%4&)#+')+'&!-'(4&-"'6-+6-'#0'&!-'8#"7/'5$&'&!4&')&')+*#(*-7'4'9-"&4)+'&")5$&4".'"-(4&)#+-

6!):'0#"'@(-46-7A'&-"")&#".<'M+7'46'T<'S")&[-'4+7'T<'W#!(\m'!4*-':#)+&-7'#$&/'Q4,#l6'C,:)"-'
846'4'&")5$&4".'6&4&-<'D+'&!-'-4"(.'F)77(-'M%-6/':4.,-+&'#0'4'&")5$&-'846'+#&'4'6)%+'#0'6$5N$-

%4&)#+/'46'&")5$&-6'8-"-':4)7'&#'+#,47)9'&")5-6'-*-+'5.'&!-'"$(-"6'#0'&!-'P.[4+&)+-'C,:)"-'4+7'
#&!-"'6&4&-'-+&)&)-6'&!4&'9#$(7'+#&')+'4+.'84.'5-'7-69")5-7'46'6$5N$%4&-7<

D+'477)&)#+'&#'&")5$&4".'4((-%)4+9-/'&*,>%0%#)'9#$(7'4(6#',-4+',)()&4".'4((-%)4+9-/'46'6--+'
)+'&!-'"-(4&)#+6'5-&8--+'&!-'M*4"6'4+7'&!-'Q(4*6'p'!-"-'8-'!4*-')+',)+7'&!-'04,#$6'Q(4*'
4$B)()4".'7)*)6)#+6/'S"-7-%4"l6'@$*B#(0%A<' !)6'4$B)()4".',)()&4".'6-"*)9-'94,-'$+7-"' foed-

erati'"-(4&)#+6'8!)9!'#5&4)+-7'5-&8--+'P.[4+&)$,'4+7'&!-'O-",4+)9']6&"#%#&!'4+7'e)6)%#&!'
&")5-6/'8!#'0#$%!&'46'4(()-6'G&O))!0D'%L'#0'&!-'P.[4+&)+-'C,:)"-<' !-'&-",'&*,>%0%#)'&!$6'
designated a certain type of commitment, a certain kind of service to the sovereign,28 the 

-,5".#'#0'(4&-"'*4664('&)-6'G*4664(4%-L')+'T-6&-"+'C$"#:-'4+7'(%1*&&*'G!"2D,'.'&+(%4%'&L')+'
the Byzantine context. 

M+#&!-"'&-",'$6-7')+'S"-7-%4"l6'E!"#+)9(-'&#'9!4"49&-")[-'S"4+;)6!1Q(4*'"-(4&)#+6'G)<-<'
5-&8--+'34%#5-"&' 4+7' &!-'Q(4*6L/29 is !)%0%0%!,30' @0")-+76!):A<']")%)+4((./' &!)6' &-",'846'
$6-7')+'&!-'9(466)94('6-+6-'0#"'"-(4&)#+6'5-&8--+'2#,-'4+7'#&!-"'-&!+)9'%"#$:6/'8!)9!'8-"-'
7-69")5-7'46'@0")-+76!):'8)&!'&!-'2#,4+':-#:(-'G@+4&)#+ALA/'46'9#+*-.-7'5.'&!-')+6&)&$&)#+'
;+#8+'46'!)%0%+.'.#(%+p')!"%/'8!#6-'"##&6'8-'94+'R+7')+' &!-'9()-+&4()6,'#0' &!-'2#,4+'
2-:$5()9<31 

S#"'&!-'9!4"49&-")[4&)#+'4+7'94&-%#")[4&)#+'#0')+&-"1-&!+)9'"-(4&)#+6/'&!-'&-",'@0")-+76!):A'
846'4(6#'$6-7'5.'-4"(.',-7)-*4('P.[4+&)+-'4$&!#"6'8!#6-'8#";'846'546-7'#+'&!-'4+&)Z$-'
!)6&#")#%"4:!)94('&"47)&)#+6'#0' !$9.7)7-6/'Q&"45#'4+7' 49)&$6<'E(#6-6&'&#'&!-':-")#7'$+7-"'

&!-'Q#"56AL/'4(&!#$%!')+'&-",6'#0'!)6&#")94('7-*-(#:,-+&'&!-'-4"(.',-7)-*4('1*"2*&'8-"-'6#,-&!)+%'Z$)&-'7)00-"-
-+&'0"#,'-)&!-"'&")5-6'#"',#7-"+1-"4'+4&)#+6'G6--'UMe=vc, L.: H*"&+G!,!>',#)8+-'4"L)7O+7+>Z>'?%+1*"2*&+#+
9('>!"`=')+f'Q&"��+)9-'HIaK1HIKY<'P"+#'HIKK/'Im1HY\X' wC} vc, D.: Y4"%7+Y*(7<+G',!>O='Y'6Z<'4+7'+#&-'HL<

22' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\_/'De/'KJ'GE[-9!'&"4+6(4&)#+'5.'3<'P4"&#~;#*�L<
23' e)['q!2%"&7'To*&7Z+&('>"N7<'W"4%$-'HIYY/'DD/'aYI<
24' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\\/'De/'KJ'GE[-9!'&"4+6(4&)#+'5.'3<'P4"&#~;#*�L<
25' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\\/'De/'KJf'|9!)'+*2+.'.#(#&+,*1"%+&#%+ !1'$*,2#)+;%$*,%"2+$%&'"#"(!.

26' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\_/'De/'KJ<
\m S2D gC, W.:  %*+B,C"7%&0D*+90D3#,B,*#";&0D!B2+;*,+G*,'3%"1*,4*%2<'g-)&69!")0&'7-"'Q4*)%+.6&)0&$+%'0k"'2--

9!&6%-69!)9!&-/'O-",4+)6&)69!-'M5&-)($+%/'mH/'HIYa/'ma1H\Y/'!-"-'::<'HH_X'W]U=, W.:  %*+A3!,*"/'\YJf'@6)9!'
)+'7-"'Q&-(($+%'-)+-6' ")5$&j"6&44&-6'5-0j+7-A<

28' Q--'q!2%"&7'To*&7Z+&('>"N7/'DD/'aYI/'8!)9!'0#"'&*,>%2%#)'#00-"6'+#&'#+(.'&!-'&"4+6(4&)#+'#0'@#&"#9&*nA'G6(4*-".L/'
@:#"#54A'G6-"07#,L'4+7'@:#774+6&*nA'G6-"*)&$7-L/'5$&'4(6#'&!-',#"-'%-+-"4('@6($�54A'G6-"*)9-L< 

29' EU2]?DEM2bF/'\\/'De/'KJf'P2+2*,,!+r#!)+D!$*)#&+ !1'$*,2'+*&2=+*2+"'&+&#%+&#)#&=+&%+2!)*"+"'$%&0#)+;%&-
.'&#!*,%2+ !"#"#" $+0'"&*,>!,*fX')5)7-,f'/'"+*&2+.'&&*$*(*)=+#2+0D,%&2%!"%+*2+ *%+&*,>%+0#)+0!"*$#&) !"#"#" $ 

0'"('0!,*+.'&&%"28
30 Medieval Latin !)%0%0%! corresponds to classical !)%0%2%!X'6--'q!2%"&7'To*&7Z+&('>"N7/'D/'m\<
31 c]2?CFM??, E.:  %*+#"&%0D2$!,*"+H,*"4*"+;*&+,F)%&0D*"+p*%0D*&, in: H*&2!(2*"+#";+p*%0D*, ed. E. Korne-

,4++<'=-):[)%'HIa_/'_\_'6Z</':4"&)9$(4"(.'::<'_\a'4+7'_\J'6Z<
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"-*)-8'4"-'&!-'!)6&#")4+6'#0'&!-'6)B&!'9-+&$".<'D+'!)6'8#";'#+'&!-'84"6'8)&!'&!-'e4+74(6/'W"#-

9#:)#6'$6-7'&!-'&-",'@0")-+7A'Ge('&L32'&#'7-69")5-'&!-'@54"54")4+A'e4+74(';)+%6' !"464,$+7'
4+7'U)(7)")9/'8!#'"$(-7')+'M0")94/'7-69")5)+%'&!-)"'@:#()&)94(A'"-(4&)#+6!):'8)&!'&!-'P.[4+&)+-'
C,:-"#"6'M+46&46)#6'D'GaIH1YHJL'4+7'z$6&)+)4+'D'GY\m1YKYL'8)&!'&!)6'&-",X'0#"'"-(4&)#+6'5--
&8--+'O)(),-"'4+7'&!-'P.[4+&)+-'C,:)"-/'W"#9#:)#6'$6-7'&!-'&-",'@0")-+76!):A'Ge(%!L<33 In 

YYJ/'F-+4+7-"'W"#&-9&#"/34'8!#6-'8#";'"-9#"7-7'M*4"1M(4+1P.[4+&)+-'"-(4&)#+6/'8"#&-'&!4&'
&!-'M*4"6'4+7'&!-'M(4+6/'7-69")5-7'46'@466#9)4&-6A'4+7'@0")-+76A G1"g,%)'%L/35'"-Z$-6&-7'&!-'
P.[4+&)+-'C,:-"#"'z$6&)+)4+'D'GY\m1YKYL'0#"'@0")-+76!):A<' !-':$5()6!-"'#0'F-+4+7-"l6'&-B&'
P<'O<'?)-5$!"'&"4+6(4&-7'&!-'O"--;'&-",'1"g,%)'% in the Latin parallel translation as !)%0%-
tia.36'S#"'&!-'64;-'#0'9#,:(-&-+-66'8-'8#$(7'#+(.'477'&!4&'&!-'&-",'!)%0%0%!'846'4(6#'$6-7'
5.'&!-'-)%!&!19-+&$".'9!"#+)9(-"'W4$('&!-'3-49#+'0#"'M*4"1=#,54"7/_m'=#,54"71Q4B#+'4+7'
Frankish-Lombard38'"-(4&)#+6/'4+7'&!4&'&!)6'0")-+76!):'846'#0&-+'466#9)4&-7/'46')+'&!-'946-'#0'
=#,54"71Q4B#+'"-(4&)#+6/'8)&!'@466)6&4+9-A'G!#d%(%#)L<39

 !-'6&"$9&$"-'#0'"-(4&)#+6'5-&8--+'&!-'"-:"-6-+&4&)*-'#0'&!-'P.[4+&)+-'C,:)"-'p'&!-'C,-

:-"#"'p'4+7'#&!-"'C$"#:-4+'4+7'+#+1C$"#:-4+'"$(-"6'!46'5--+'4+4(.[-7'5.'S<'3q(%-"/'8!#'
546)+%' !),6-(0' #+' 6#$"9-6' #0'P.[4+&)+-' #")%)+' 9"-4&-7' 4'8-((1;+#8+' 9(466)R94&)#+' 94((-7'
@S4,)()-'7-"'cq+)%-A<40 The designation !)%0#&=+!)%0% matched the Greek-Byzantine e('&=+
e('%/'8!)9!'!47'W&#(-,4)9'"##&6'4+7'#")%)+6/'"-(4&)+%')+'&!-'P.[4+&)+-'!)-"4"9!.'#0'6#*-"-)%+6'
&#'&!-'0")-+76!):'#0'6#*-"-)%+6'4+7'"$(-"6'5-(#+%)+%'&#'3q(%-"l6'6-9#+7'%"#$:'4+7'"-(4&)#+-

6!):' 94&-%#".' G&!-' "$(-"6' #0' &!-'U$+%4")4+6/' 2$66)4+6/'c!4[4"6/' W-9!-+-%6/'M0")94+6' 4+7'
#&!-"6L<41'M(6#/'M+46&46)$6'P)5()#&!-94")$6'7-6)%+-7'E#+6&4+&)+-'&!-'W!)(#6#:!-"'p'Q&<'E.")('
as B',2%&&%)#&+!)%0#&42'#0'&!-':4&")4"9!'W!#&)$6')+'&!-'Ith'9-+&$".<

32' W2]c]WD]Q=+\O.*,+2g"+.'(*)g"+('1'%/'-7<'z<'U4$".<'=-):[)%'HIiY1HIH_f'Pe'D/'J/'Ha'G�'U4$".'D/':<'_amLX'Pe'
D/'a/'Ha'G�'U4$".'D/':<'_aKL<

33' Pe'D/'I/'H_'G�'U4$".'D/':<'_Y_LX'Pe'D/'a/'Ha'G�'U4$".'D/':<'_\KL<']+'P.[4+&)+-'V8-6&-"+@':#()9.'6--'=]b?OUDQ, 

 <'E<f'q*&+!)$!&&!;*&+$O4!"2%"*&+*"+[00%;*"2+;*.#%&+(!+B'";!2%'"+;*&+<2!2&+$!,$!,*&+?#&r#s!#d+:,'%&!;*&+tbuST
1096)<'M&!�+-6'HIJi/'YK/'K_/'mI/'\KI/'_Ha<X'3�=OC2/'S<f  %*+vJ!)%(%*+;*,+_F"%1*c+%)+G%22*(!2*,, in: EO4!"4+
#";+;%*+*#,'.C%&0D*+92!!2*"3*(2/'-7<'S<'3q(%-"<'C&&4('HIY_/'_a1KI/'!-"-':<'_J'6Z</'+#&-6'm'4'J/'8!#'7-4(&')+':4"-
&)9$(4"'8)&!'7):(#,4&)9',4&-")4(/'846'69-:&)94('#+'&!-'#99$""-+9-'#0'&!-'&-",'e(%!+in the Byzantine environment. 

34' C�'UDQ ]2DM'FC?M?32D'W2] CE ]2DQ'C�EC2W M'3C'=COM D]?DPbQ'PM2PM2]2bF'M3'2]-

FM?]Q/'-7<'P<'O<'?)-5$!"/'EQUP<'P#++'HJ\I/'\JH1aaa/'!-"-':<'\J\f'�-*,%+A$!,g"] Dg&+.'((!+.*,%"'&2<&!"2*&+
D<7'"+*&+A(!"w&=+7!%+D%7*2!%+*1*"'"2'+9!,g&%w+2w+A(!"g"+D*1w)*"#=+Dg&+!"+;%s!#2w)*+,&"!-")*&'%"2'+pg)!%'&. 

35' Q-- Q]WU]E=CQ, E. A.: H,**7+q*d%0'"+'B+2D*+p')!"+!";+EO4!"2%"*+.*,%';&+tB,')+E8:8+^bR+2'+A8 8+^^uux. 
E4,5")7%-'p'=#+7#+'p']B0#"7'HIHa/'__a<'

36' C�'UDQ ]2DM'FC?M?32D'W2] CE ]2DQ/':<'\J\f+A>!,*&+r##)+;%#+)#(2#)r#*+%"0*,2%+*,,!&&*"2=+2!";*)+
!;+A(!"'&+!00*&&*,#"2=+*2+9!,'&%#)=+*',#)+;#0*)=+&#..(%0%2*,+',!,#"2=+#2+.*,+*#)+%"+"'2%2%!)+*2) !"#"." !)

p')!"',#)+>*"%,*"28
_m' WMb=D'3DME]?D'UDQ ]2DM'=M?O]PM23]2bF/'-7<'O<'T4)&[/'FOU/'Q9"):&#"-6'"-"$,'=4+%#54"7)94"$,/'

&<' D<'U4++#*-"'HJmJf' ()5<' DD/'9<'mf'y#"0+&*;*&+.,'.,%!&=+D'0+*&2+-!"'"%!)=+ !"#"$+ &#%&+\#""%&+0'"2,%$#%2=+*'+
&0%(%0*2+',;%"*=+#2=+&%+r#'+2*).',*+q!"1'$!,;%&+"*0*&&*+*&&*2+,*>*,2%=+&#!+,#,&#&+!,>!+,*.*2*,*"2. Ibidem, c. 6: 

A($'%"+>*,'+!;+I2!(%!)+0#)+q!"1'$!,;%&+.,'B*02#,#&+!$+ !"#"$+&#%&+>*2#(%&+9!d'"%#)+ (/"0"(!+.*2%2=+r#!2*"#&+
&.!2%'&!)+I2!(%!)+0#)+.(#,%$#&+.'&&*&&#,#&+%"2,!,*28+Ibidem, c. 5:+P'+2*).',*+0#)+*d%,*+0'*.*,#"2+q!"1'$!,;%+
!+-!""'"%!=+2#)+B*0*,#"2+.!02#)+*2+B'*;#&) !"#"#" %+A$!,%+0#)+%.&%&+q!"1'$!,;%&=+*2+0!,2!)+0'"&0,%.2%'"%&=+
#2+#&r#*+!;+!""'&+;#0*"2'&=+&%+*',#)+'.',2*+*&&*2+-!""'"%!)+,*r#%,*,*=+&%"*+')"%!+$*((!+0*,2!)%"%&+!;+*',#)+
.!,2*)+%.&!)+2*,,!)+,*(!d!,*"28'D5)7-,/'()5<'De/'9<'I'GO"-%#")$6' !-$7-()+74-'"-%)+4-'=4+%#54"7#"$,Lf'/!)+
&%0#2+*2+>'&+&0%,*+0,*;%)#&=+)#(2%&+)';%&+*&2+#2%(*=+&%+&*+!;+*%#&+ !"#"." !+0'"B*,,*+>'(#*,%2.

38 LABUDA, G.: -%*,3&4*+.!5&23'/'\KK/'+#&-'H\'GE!(#&!4"'0"#,'KHKoHJL<
39' WMb=D'3DME]?D'UDQ ]2DM'=M?O]PM23]2bF/'()5<'DD/'9<'K'G6--'45#*-L<
40 3�=OC2, F.:  %*+vJ!)%(%*+;*,+_F"%1*c= 34-69. 

41 3�=OC2, F.:  %*+vJ!)%(%*+;*,+_F"%1*c/'_m'6Z<
42' Q--'O2DeCE/'S<'p' ]F�Dr/'S<f':'"&2!"2%#&+*2+G*2D';%#&+yD*&&!('"%0*"&*&8+J'"2*&'G�'247#*)'Q&4"#6(4*-+6;#%'
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T-'94+'64.')+'9#+9($6)#+'&!4&'0#"'&!-'&"4+6(4&)#+'#0'!)6&#")94('&-",6/'8#"76',$6&'5-'9!#6-+'
9#""-9&(.f'&!-'()+%$)6&)9/'()&-"4".'4+7'4"&)6&)9'&"4+6(4&)#+'#0'4'8#"7')6'#+-'&!)+%/'5$&'&!-'!)6-
&#")94(',-4+)+%')6'Z$)&-'4+#&!-"<'D+'#&!-"'8#"76/'4'()+%$)6&)94((.'9#""-9&'&"4+6(4&)#+'+--7'+#&'
,4&9!'&!-'!)6&#")94(',-4+)+%'#0'4'8#"7')+'&!-'9#+&-B&'#0'&!-'!)6&#")94('"-4()&.'#0'&!-':-")#7<'
 !-'=4&)+'&-",')+'Z$-6&)#+'!)%0%0%!/'$6-7')+'&!-'T-6&-"+'C$"#:-4+'-+*)"#+,-+&/'46'6!#8+'
5.'S"-7-%4"'4+7'W4$('&!-'3-49#+/'9#""-6:#+7-7'&#'&!-'6:#"47)94((.'#99$"")+%'O"--;'&-",'e(%!+
in the Byzantine environment. A)%0%0%!'7-6)%+4&-7'4':$5()91(48'"-(4&)#+6!):'5-&8--+'&8#'
nations.43 The term e('%')6'#0'4'6),)(4"'+4&$"-'8)&!'4',-4+)+%'();-'&!-'O"--;1P.[4+&)+-'+#$+'
1"',%)'%+4+7'&!-'2#,4+'!)%0%. Whereas on the one hand Fredegar described relations be-

&8--+'&!-'Q(4*6'4+7'&!-'S"4+;6'46'!)%0%0%!/'-*-+'&!#$%!'&!)6'9#$(7')+*#(*-'"-(4&)#+6'5-&8--+'
@$+-Z$4(':4"&+-"6A/44' !-' 9#$(7'+#&'#+' &!-'#&!-"'!4+7'!4*-'7-69")5-7' &!-,'46' @6-"*)&$7-A'
G&*,>%0%#)L/'8!)9!' )6'!$,4+(.' )+9#,:4&)5(-'8)&!' @0")-+76!):A/' 0#"' &!-' &-",' &*,>%0%#), as 

)+7)94&-7'45#*-/'7-6)%+4&-7'4'&")5$&4".'4((-%)4+9-'4+7'@6-"*4+&!##7A/'@6-"*)9-A'4+7'@466)6&-
4+9-A/',#6&(.'#0'4',)()&4".'+4&$"-/'8!)9!'846'#00-"-7'#+'&!-'546)6'#0'9#+9($7-7'@0")-+76!):A<'
 !-'-4"(.',-7)-*4('(-%4(')+6&)&$&)#+6'#0'!)%0%0%! and &*,>%0%#)/'8!)9!'!47'&!-)"'"##&6')+'9(46-
6)94('4+&)Z$)&./':"#*)7-7'#+-'#0'&!-')+6&)&$&)#+4()[-7'0#",6'#0'9#-B)6&-+9-'5-&8--+'47N49-+&'
4+7'+#+147N49-+&'6&4&-6/'46'8-(('46'4',#7-('0#"',$&$4('5-!4*)#$"'4+7'"-(4&)#+6/'4+7'9#+6&)-
&$&-7')+6&"$,-+&6'0#"'),:(-,-+&)+%',-7)-*4(')+&-"+4&)#+4('(48<

)+6&)&$&4/';+N)%4'aL<'g4%"-5'HIKi/'JJ<
43' ]+'&!-'&-",'!)%0%2%!/'6--'WM2M3DQD/'P<f'qs!)%2%<+%"2*,"!2%'"!(*8+q*&+.D!&*&+0,%2%r#*&+;*+&'"+!"0%*""*+D%&2'%,*. 

2-9$-)('7-'9#$"6/'M947{,)-'7-'7"#)&')+&-"+4&)#+4('mJ/'W4")6'HIY\/'_\IX'EU2uQ]Q/'C<'c<f'yD*+2%2(*+$!&%(*#&+%"+
*!,(O+EO4!"2%"*+%"2*,"!2%'"!(+,*(!2%'"&<'3$,54"&#+']4;6'W4:-"6/'_\/'HImJ/'\I1mY/'-6:-9)4((.':<'Kaf'@ !-'&"4+6-
0#",4&)#+'#0'&!-'9()-+&';)+%7#,6')+&#'6$5#"7)+4&-':")+9):4()&)-6'+#'7#$5&')+>)9&-7'&!-'(#66'#0'&!-)"'6#*-"-)%+&.<'
S#"'&!-)"'(-%4('"-(4&)#+6'8)&!'&!-'C,:)"-'8-"-'+#'(#+%-"'546-7'#+'!)%0%2%! or &'0%*2!&/'&!-'&"47)&)#+4('2#,4+'
0#",6'#0'9()-+&-(-/'8!)9!'%$4"4+&--7'&!-'4((.l6'&-"")&#".'4+7'"-6:-9&-7/'4&'(-46&')+'&!-#"./'!)6'6#*-"-)%+&.<A

44 S2D gC, W.:  %*+B,C"7%&0D*+90D3#,B,*#";&0D!B2=':<'HHa'6Z<X'W]U=, W.:  %*+A3!,*"/'\YJf'@$+&-"'$+%(-)9!-+'
W4"&+-"+AX'EU2uQ]Q, E.: q*1!(+:'"0*.2&+ !";+-!22*,"&+ B',+ 2D*+E!,$!,%!"&z+ 9*22(*)*"2+ '"+p')!"+9'%(, in: 

EO4!"2%#)+!";+2D*+E!,$!,%!"&+%"+q!2*+A"2%r#%2O/'-7<'C<'E!".6#6'p'M<'Q9!84"[<'T46!)+%&#+'HIJYf'@D+'&!-')+&-"-
+4&)#+4('8#"(7'#0'(4&-'4+&)Z$)&.'0")-+76'7)7'+#&'+--7'&#'5-'-Z$4(<A


